





































































27		 1. How	do	the	dominant	discourses,	created	and	maintained	by	the	media,	politicians,	and	society,	construct	single	mother	families?	(Explored	in	Chapter	5)	2. How	compatible	is	that	social	construction	of	single	mothers	and	their	families	with	the	higher	education	aspirations	and	participation	of	the	daughters	of	single	mothers?	Does	their	family	experience	shape	their	higher	education	aspirations	and	experiences	and,	if	so,	in	what	ways?	(Explored	in	Chapter	6)	3. Does	their	family	experience	shape	their	identities?	How	do	the	daughters	of	single	mothers	construct	their	identities	when	they	enter	university?	(Explored	in	Chapter	7)	
Impact	intentions	Like	many	activist	academics,	I	want	my	research	to	change	the	world.	Not	just	any	world	or	some	unspecified,	generic	world,	but	the	world	in	which	my	participants	live,	in	which	I	live	as	well.		Research	is	meant	to	be	transformative;	we	do	not	merely	analyze	or	study	an	object	to	gain	greater	understanding,	but	instead	struggle	to	investigate	how	individuals	and	groups	might	be	better	able	to	change	their	situations.	Further,	researchers	appear	embedded	in	the	research	process;	they	are	not	‘scientists’	who	perform	their	work	in	a	laboratory	(Tierney,	1994:99).				I	am	not	conducting	experiments	in	a	sanitised,	controlled	lab,	outfitted	in	a	bright	white	coat,	face	mask,	rubber	gloves,	and	protective	goggles.	I	am	in	this	research	--	fully,	deeply,	entirely.	I	jumped	in	enthusiastically.	I	rolled	up	my	sleeves	and	dug	in	with	my	bare	hands,	sifting	through	the	soil	and	detritus.	This	world	is	messy	and	chaotic	but	I	want	my	research	to	be	the	seeds	I	plant.	With	my	hopes	so	high	that	there	will	be	sun	and	rain	and	that	this	will	be	a	fertile	space,	I	will	continue	to	toil	here	until	something	good	can	grow.	I	did	not	undertake	this	research	simply	to	state	plainly	the	experiences	of	my	participants,	but	to	open	up	frank	discussions	about	the	inequalities	that	are	still	rife	within	society	and,	especially,	within	higher	education.	I	want	my	research	to	make	clear	that	higher	education	is	still	a	space	of	exclusion	where,	through	systemic	disadvantages,	some	are	unable	to	thrive.	This	is	where	I	want	to	let	the	light	in	and	change	the	entire	landscape.		I	whole-heartedly	endorse	Tierney’s	suggestion	for	the	responsibilities	of	a	social	science	researcher	(1994:111):	
28		 I	am	arguing	that	the	researcher/author	has	three	tasks:	the	researcher	engages	the	researched	in	a	self-reflexive	encounter;	the	research	‘act’	–	the	book,	article	or	presentation	–	brings	to	light	the	inequities	of	the	power	that	may	exist;	and	the	researcher	actively	works	for	care	and	change.		I	believe	my	work	accomplishes	these	three	tasks.	I	crafted	my	interview	guide	and	reflective	writing	guide	to	create	a	space	that	was	open	for	my	participants	to	tell	their	stories	and	be	self-reflexive;	I	have	presented	many	times,	written	this	thesis,	and	I	am	writing	articles	to	illuminate	the	inequities	and	injustices	uncovered	by	my	research;	and	I	have	dedicated	my	adult	life	to	the	pursuit	of	change	within	higher	education	as	a	proud	activist	and	reluctant	academic.	I	have	hope	that	change	is	possible.	If	I	did	not,	I	would	not	be	here.	I	would	not	have	written	these	words.	You	and	I,	as	researcher	and	as	reader,	would	never	have	had	this	conversation.	I	agree	with	Tierney’s	assertion	that	Hope	should	be	the	answer	to	the	question:	Why	research?	(1994:111):		In	a	world	such	as	ours,	beset	with	oppression	and	the	sense	that	life	cannot	change	for	the	better,	one	constant	that	might	unite	us	is	that	of	hope.	Our	research	efforts	ought	to	enable	our	readers	to	reflect	on	their	own	lives	and	to	help	us	to	envision	lives	for	ourselves	and	for	our	students	that	exist	within	communities	of	difference	and	hope.	By	‘difference’,	I	mean	that	those	identities	of	self	with	which	we	have	come	to	define	ourselves	–	race,	class,	gender,	and	sexual	orientation,	for	example	–	ought	to	be	honored	and	brought	into	the	center	of	our	discourses	about	education	and	its	purpose.	…	By	‘hope’	I	mean	the	sense	that	the	human	potential	might	be	reached	where	individual	and	communal	differences	are	acknowledged	and	where	we	come	together	in	the	expectation	that	out	of	differences	arises	communitas.		I	embarked	on	this	research	journey	with	hope	in	my	heart	and	fire	in	my	belly	and	I	continually	and	eternally	nurture	that	hope	and	stoke	that	fire.	Along	with	my	unapologetic	optimism	and	my	high	hopes	for	my	research	to	create	meaningful	change,	I	have	written	concrete	aims	for	this	research	and	the	ways	I	intend	for	it	to	contribute	to	knowledge:	The	aims	of	this	study	were	to:	1. Examine	the	ways	that	single	mother	families	are	socially	constructed	through	the	media,	through	politicians’	public	statements,	and	through	society.	
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the interview, you may be invited to provide reflective writings and/or to participate infollow-up interviews.
Will what I say in this study be kept confidential?The information that you provide will be treated in confidence by the researcher and youridentity will be protected in the publication of any findings. In order to maintainconfidentiality, storage of identifying data will comply with the requirements set by the DataProtection Act of 1998. No identifying data will be stored on a computer. Digital audio files,interview transcripts, and research findings will be coded and interviewees will be givenpseudonyms to maintain participant anonymity.
What will happen with the results of the research study?The results of this research will be used in the researcher’s thesis for a Ph.D. in Education atthe University of Sussex. This thesis will enter the public domain once it is submitted to theUniversity in September 2014. The findings from this research may be used in conferencepresentations and academic journal articles. To protect participant identity and privacy,pseudonyms will be used; real names will not be used within this research study.
Contact for Further InformationIf you have a concern about any aspect of your participation or any other queries pleaseraise this with the researcher. However, if you would like to contact an independent partyplease contact the Director of Studies.
Researcher Contact Details:Name: Jessica GagnonUniversity Address:University of SussexDepartment of EducationEssex House 140Brighton, UK BN1 9QQEmail: J.Gagnon@sussex.ac.uk
Director of Studies Contact Details:Name: Prof. Penny Jane BurkeUniversity Address:University of SussexDepartment of EducationEssex House 122Brighton, UK BN1 9QQEmail: P.J.Burke@sussex.ac.uk







I. Your	Academic	Aspirations		 1. When	did	you	decide	that	you	wanted	to	go	to	university?	What	are	your	current	higher	education	aspirations?	Why	is	higher	education	important	to	you?	What	do	you	hope	to	gain?	What	inspired	you	to	choose	to	pursue	a	university	degree?	What	does	earning	a	university	degree	say	about	a	person?		 2. Has	your	mother	influenced	your	higher	education	goals?	How?	What	kind	of	advice	have	you	received	from	your	mother	about	higher	education?	Have	other	family	members,	a	mentor,	role	model,	or	anyone	else	shaped	your	higher	education	aspirations?	How?	What	kind	of	advice	have	you	received	from	them	about	higher	education?		
II. Your	Family:	Views	from	Inside	and	Outside		 3. What,	do	you	believe,	are	the	views	of	society	about	single	mothers	and	single	mother	families?	What	are	some	of	the	stereotypical	words	and	phrases	most	often	used	to	talk	about	single	mothers?	In	what	ways	are	single	mothers	and	single	mother	families	described	by	the	media?	By	politicians?	Do	you	think	that	single	mothers	are	judged	differently	depending	on	her	race	or	class?	How	did	growing	up	in	a	single	mother	family	feel	in	your	local	community?	Within	your	extended	family?	Do	you	feel	that	your	community	or	your	extended	family	treated	your	family	differently	because	you	were	a	part	of	a	single	mother	family?	How	do	you	feel	about	the	way	that	single	mother	families	are	publicly	discussed	by	the	press	and	by	politicians?	Do	you	think	the	experience	is	different	for	single	fathers	in	comparison	with	single	mothers?	What	about	working	mothers	and	stay-at-home	mothers?	What,	do	you	think,	society	expects	from	the	daughters	of	single	mothers?	In	your	perception,	are	the	experiences	of	daughters	of	single	mothers	different	or	similar	to	sons?	Explain.	How	would	you	define	family?	What	does	family	mean	to	you?	What	do	you	wish	people	knew	about	your	mother?	About	your	family?		
III. Your	Identity			 4. What	are	some	of	the	words	that	you	would	use	to	describe	who	you	are,	your	identity?	What	categories	do	you	feel	fit	you?	Are	there	categories	that	you	think	others	place	you	in	but	that	you	don’t	believe	fit	you?	I	noticed	you	did/did	not	include	‘student’	as	term	to	describe	your	identity;	Can	you	talk	about	that?	Has	your	understanding	of	yourself	and	who	you	are	changed	since	you	entered	university?	In	what	ways?	How	has	growing	up	in	a	single	mother	family	shaped	how	you	feel	about	yourself	and	who	you	are?			
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